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Editorial Notes. 89 

It goes still further. It applies logic to the study of the sacred volume. It 
demands as auxiliaries, besides learning and criticism, reason and method, philoso- 
phy, pyschology, and all the means which God has given to men to discover the 
truth. It is in that way unceasingly occupied in bringing into harmony reason 
and revelation, in illustrating the one by the other, and in making manifest be- 
tween them that accord which is one of the grand proofs of the divine perfection 
and heavenly origin of our faith. Well directed, it enables us to contemplate the 
Holy Scriptures in all their native purity, in all their divine depth, in their inti- 
mate relations to the perfections of God on the one hand, and to the heart of man 
on the other. In other words it exhibits them in all their beauty, at once human 
and divine. It thus reanimates the faith, and founds it solidly upon truth and 
reason. It prevents, as far as possible, false interpretations and false systems, 
which are so frequently causes of unbelief. 

If ever the Church of Christ be united in the bond of peace and love ; if she 
ever arrive at the unity of the faith ; or, rather, if she ever approach this ideal 
goal— impossible perhaps to be attained here below— it will be by an interpretation 
of the Holy Scriptures at once devout, experimental, intelligent, and clear ; which 
is, in short, by a true and complete science of Hermeneutics. — Elliott and Hersha's 
Hermeneutics. 
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The Eve of an Agitation.— "All the signs of the times indicate that the 
American church, and, in fact, the whole of English-speaking Christendom, is upon 
the eve of an agitation upon the vital and fundamental question of the inspiration 
and infallibility of the Bible, such as it has never known before." — This is the 
opening sentence of Professor William Henry Green's "Moses and the Prophets," 
which has just appeared. Our readers will find among the "General Notes" of 
this number another extract from the same Introduction. This statement is not 
an exaggerated one. It is made by one who is iu a position to judge well tho 
"signs of the times." No man in this country is better qualified to appreciate the 
situation than Professor Green. He is no alarmist, yet he sounds the note of 
alarm. He might, indeed, have gone further, for it may be soberly said that we 
are no longer upon the eve of agitation ; we are in the midst of it. The time has 
passed when the attention of the church shall be wholly taken up with theological 
controversy. A fundamental question has come up, upon the decision of which 
rests all our faith. Is the Bible what it claims to be ? Is it what the church, since 
its instituion, has supposed it to be? is it the Word of God ? Nothing less than 
this is involved in the question at hand. Who is to decide it ? Who does not feel 
it his duty, at least, to look into the question, and, so far as it is in his power, to fit 
himself to understand the points at issue ? Is this not, in very truth, obligatory 
upon every man who professes to herald God's truth to perishing souls ? 



Scientific Biblical Knowledge.— "I call all teaching scientific," said Wolf, the 
critic of Homer, "which is systematically laid out and followed up to its original 
sources." Such teaching is scientific, and only such. The critical study of 



90 The Hebeew Stcdeht. 

the remains of classical authority in the original languages is the only means of 
obtaining a scientific knowledge of that authority. This is none the less true of 
Biblical knowledge. Need one hope tq gain a scientific knowledge of Biblical 
antiquity except through the medium of the languages in which it has been trans- 
mitted to us ? And surely no one can be satisfied with any other than a scientific 
knowledge. It is for the lack of just such knowledge that the Church to-day suf- 
fers. Those who represent the Church before the world have Biblical knowledge, 
that is to say, some of them have; but of what sort ? Many, in high position, have 
as little truly scientific knowledge of the Bible, as the average school-boy, of 
Homer. They can quote texts in proof of this or that doctrine, they can argue 
without limit, questions of an entirely irrelevant character ; but a genuine scien- 
tific knowledge of the Bible, of its facts, and their interpretation they do not have. 
The reason of this is twofold : Those who are now in the active ministry did not 
while in the Seminary, receive the training in this department of theological work, 
which they ought to have had, nor do the men who are to-day in the theological 
seminary, receive either the needed amount, or, in many cases, the right kind of 
instruction. Sufficient time is not given for the study of the Bible, and too often 
even the time allowed is frittered away in fruitless discussion. Yet the fact that 
a man does not obtain this knowledge in the Seminary, is no reason why he should 
not have it. Taken all in all, very little is even supposed to have been gotten 
during a theological course. Must a pastor give up all hope of being a scholar ? Is 
it not a radical defect in our ministry that they allow their pastoral duties to 
draw them from their study ? The common cry is "lack of time." It ought to be 
remembered, however, that often where time cannot be found for a given work, it 
can be made. In view of the present demand "for the highest Biblical scholar- 
ship" is it not well for us to consider whether more time cannot profitably be devoted 
to study which is strictly Biblical, whether a scientific Biblical knowledge is not 
within the reach of every one of us, if we will but reach out our hand and take it ? 



Eisegetical Presumption. — It scarcely seems credible that the body of men 
who constitute the "St. Paul Academy of Natural Science," after hearing "A Lec- 
ture on Man, his Origin, and Movements, as Indicated by Mythology, Language and 
History," by Chas. S. Bryant, A. M., should request its publication. One cannot 
imagine the motives which prompted this request. For the sake of the "Academy," 
and the city which it represents, we hope that the request was made only with the 
view of indicating to the world how much ignorance, misrepresentation and as- 
sumption could be condensed by one man into one address. Several appendices 
are added to this lecture ; among others, a translation and interpretation of Gen. 
II. 21, 22, which certainly are far beyond anything before published in explanation of 
these verses. Many of our readers have seen an extract, headed "The Ages of the 
Patriarchs" which was printed in the Popular Science Monthly, and thence 
copied into many of the secular papers. This is another of the appendices, and 
there are others of an equally wonderful character. This matter is referred to 
here for two reasons : (1) Because several letters have been received, asking for 
a statement in regard to the pamphlet, but chiefly (2) because it is desired to call 



